





 Potential MIDEX Proposer:  





 There are several ways to attain an equatorial orbit with a MIDEX payload.  If there are compelling scientific reasons for your spacecraft to be in a low inclination orbit, here are your options:  


 1.	Use an existing launch vehicle option.  There are several launch vehicles currently available through NASA which may attain a low inclination orbit after launch from Kennedy Space Center.  These include Delta 7920 (allowable but not AO baseline), 7420 and 7320 vehicles.  The performance for these vehicles is provided in Figure 1.  Mission unique performance information may be obtained from the point of contact listed in the Expendable Launch Vehicle Opportunities document in the Explorer Program Library.  





2.	Have launch services donated by a partner who has a launch vehicle with demonstrated reliability capable of achieving the desired low inclination orbit.  The cost of the launch must be included in the total contribution to the mission, which is not to exceed one-third of the total proposed NASA cost.  





3.	Propose against the possibility that an equatorial launch option will be selected as part of SELV II (Small Expendable Launch Vehicle II).  At the time MIDEX proposals are due, it will not be known whether such an option will be in SELV II.  If the current timetable for selecting SELV II options is met, then it will be known whether such an option is in SELV II at the time MIDEX proposals are evaluated.  





The risk that there will be no equatorial launch option selected for SELV II is entirely the proposer's.  Proposers may want to include an option for the mission under the circumstances that no equatorial launch option is selected under SELV II.  Such an option must be included within the standard MIDEX proposal page limit.  





If a potential SELV II equatorial launch is proposed, then the proposer should use the performance specifications for the 28.5 degree inclination mission identified in Appendix D, Figure D-1 of the AO.  An incremental cost associated with this launch service is included in Table 1.








Launch Service�
FY’03�
FY’04�
Total Cost


Increment�
�
SELV II ‘A’�
4.0�
3.0�
7.0�
�
SELV II ‘B’�
9.0�
6.0�
15.0�
�
MED-LITE


Delta 7320�
0.0�
0.0�
0.0�
�
MED-LITE


Delta 7420�
0.0�
0.0�
0.0�
�
Table 1.  Launch Service Cost Increment for an Equatorial Mission ($ in Millions)


	 See ELV POC for 7920 costs.
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